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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

For information contact:

Rich Tuttle, Flint Hills Resources

(361) 242-8572, rich.tuttle@fhr.com
Cindy Anderson, Art Museum of South Texas

(361) 825-3513, cynthia.anderson@tamucc.edu
Flint Hills Resources Honors Youth Art Contest Winners

at Visionarios Family Day
Visionarios Contest Promotes Both Artistic Achievement and Literacy

CORPUS CHRISTI, TX – Feb. 11, 2007 – Winners of the 6th annual Visionarios youth art contest, sponsored by Flint Hills Resources and presented by the Art Museum of South Texas, were announced today during Visionarios Family Day at the Art Museum of South Texas. 
More than 50 students from 1st through 12th grade were recognized at a ceremony, and artwork from the 400-plus entrants will be on display at the museum through Feb. 25.  (Note to editors: see complete list of winners at the end of this press release.)

The Visionarios contest is designed to promote literacy and recognize the success that comes from hard work.  Students in the Visionarios contest submitted an age-appropriate essay along with the art entry.  They drew on literature, geography, science and other subject areas to create their entries around the theme of “Our Land, Our People,” giving them the opportunity to combine literacy and the creative process. 
The annual Visionarios competition is open to students in public, private, and home schools and includes categories for painting, drawing, and photography. Top entries in each category were selected by a panel of professional artists.  For more information on Visionarios, visit www.artmuseumofsouthtexas.org.
- more -

Winning students and their schools include these:
GRADES 1-2, DRY MEDIA


First Place - David Pierce, IWA
Second Place - Amy Dobbins, Private Instruction

Third Place - Adriel Alaniz, Petty Elementary

Honorable Mention - Elizabeth Longo, Private Instruction

Honorable Mention - Michaela Comeaux, East Primary Elementary
GRADES 1-2, WET MEDIA


First Place - Lorena Ortiz, Private Instruction

Second Place - Nathan Doherty, IWA

Third Place - Tate Turany, Petty Elementary

Honorable Mention - John Williamson, Private Instruction

Honorable Mention - Mary Ann Fergie, IWA

GRADES 3-5, DRY MEDIA


First Place - Leah Garcia, Kostoryz Elementary

Second Place - Donna Pennington, Mireles Elementary

Third Place - Giselda Villegas, Chula Vista AFA

Honorable Mention - John Arnold, IWA

GRADES 3-5, WET MEDIA


First Place - Erik Soto, Chula Vista AFA

Second Place - Lindy Cruce, Chula Vista AFA

Third Place - Javonn Randle, Gibson Elementary

Honorable Mention - Jacob Miller, Private Instruction

GRADES 6-8, DRY MEDIA


First Place - Cristina Duran, Grant Middle School

Second Place - Basil Blake, Private Instruction

Third Place - Fortino Silvas, Wynn Seale AFA

Honorable Mention - Justin Alexander, Calallen Middle School

GRADES 6-8, WET MEDIA


First Place - Kelsie Bird, Calallen Middle School

Second Place - Claudia Ruth Casas Baleras, IWA

Third Place - Basil Blake, Private Instruction

Honorable Mention - Gabrielle Ramirez, Grant Middle School

Honorable Mention - Donivan Lopez, Lamar Intermediate
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GRADES 6-8, PHOTOGRAPHY/DIGITAL ARTS


First Place - Bethany Goldson, Calallen Middle School

Second Place - Shelby Frederikson, Calallen Middle School

ART I-II, DRY MEDIA


First Place - Adrian Pena, Skidmore-Tynan High School

Second Place - Heather Benitez, Tuloso-Midway High School

Third Place - Ryan Enderle, Tuloso-Midway High School

Honorable Mention - Lisa Pham, IWA

Honorable Mention - Lynette Adame, Tuloso-Midway High School

ART I-II, WET MEDIA


First Place - Hillary Vallejo, King High School

Second Place - Kimberly Co, IWA

Third Place - Sergio Rodriguez, King High School

Honorable Mention - Megan Rene Alvarez, IWA

Honorable Mention - Katelynn Freeman, IWA

ART I-II, PHOTOGRAPHY/DIGITAL ARTS


First Place - Davis Fossum, IWA

Second Place - Lauren Lara, IWA

Third Place - Kimberly Co, IWA

Honorable Mention - Alyssa Pacheco, King High School

Honorable Mention - Andrea Lorena DeLeon, IWA

ART III-IV, DRY MEDIA


First Place - Tisha Rodriguez, Flour Bluff High School

Second Place - Brian Carabajal, Skidmore-Tynan High School

Third Place - Ashley Zambrano, Skidmore-Tynan High School

Honorable Mention - Jose Gutierrez, Miller High School

Honorable Mention - Anthony Pabillano, Flour Bluff High School

ART III-IV, WET MEDIA


First Place - Nancy "Betsy" Cooper, King High School

Second Place - Candace Garcia, Ray High School

Third Place - Rae Soliz, Miller High School

Honorable Mention - Breana-Dee Elizondo, IWA

ART III-IV, PHOTOGRAPHY/DIGITAL ARTS


First Place - Nancy "Betsy" Cooper, King High School

Second Place - James Kuhlemeier, Calallen High School

Third Place - Kalan Contreras, IWA

Honorable Mention - Joshua Goldson, Calallen High School

- more -

About Flint Hills Resources
Flint Hills Resources, LP, is a wholly owned subsidiary of Koch Industries, Inc. Flint Hills Resources is a leading producer of fuels and other petrochemical products. The company operates refineries in Corpus Christi, Texas, North Pole, Alaska, and Pine Bend, Minn., as well as a chemical intermediates plant near Joliet, Ill. For more information, see www.fhr.com.  

About the Art Museum of South Texas

The Art Museum of South Texas has been located on the Corpus Christi Bayfront since 1972, in a building designed by noted architect Philip Johnson.  An addition designed by Legorreta+Legorreta opened in late 2006, doubling the museum size.  The Art Museum is affiliated with Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, and hosts educational programs, youth art classes and traveling exhibits throughout the year.  Program and exhibit information is available on www.artmuseumofsouthtexas.org.
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